Rare Books
Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives

The Tower Hamlets Local History Library has over 1200 items that were published
before 1900.
The earliest of these is from 1583 and is entitled,
A true report of the disputation or rather private conference had in the Tower of
London, with Ed. Campion, Iesuite ; the last of August, 1581 set downe by the
reuerend learned men them selues that dealt therein, whereunto is ioyned also a
true report of the other three dayes conferences had there with the same Iesuite,
which nowe are thought meete to be published in print by authoritie.

The book was originally purchased and held at the People’s Palace on Mile
End Road, then transferred to Bethnal Green Library, and then made its way
here, as the stamps on the title page indicate.

Highlights of the collection include:
A treatise on the police of the metropolis (1796)
The Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green (1741)
The Spitalfields weaver, or, Tom Shuttle and Blousalinda : a dolorous ditty (1821)
A catalogue of the materials of Saint Katharine's church, near the tower (1825)
The follies of fashion : a comedy in five acts
(1830)
The history of the London Burkers (1832)
A history of the Huguenots (1840)
Days at the factories, or, The manufacturing
industry of Great Britain described, and
illustrated by numerous engravings of
machines and processes (1843)
The Witch of Wapping (1843)
The Asiatic in England (1873)
Vagabondiana, or, Anecdotes of mendicant
wanderers through the streets of London 1874
A history of vagrants and vagrancy, and
beggars and begging (1887)

The particular strengths of the collection are:

•

Books about London

•

17th Century Sermons by local clergy

•

Acts of Parliament relating to the
borough

•

Early English dictionaries

•

Early 19th century dissenting and
evangelical magazines

•

Biographies of local personalities from
the 18th and 19th centuries

