
 
  

 

  

Happy new year! From all of us at THLHLA 

 

Visit our stall in Whitechapel 

Friday 5 January  |  10am-4pm 

Venue: Tower Hamlets Town Hall 

Come and find out about all things Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives on 
Friday this week. Join staff members Genova Messiah and Richard Wiltshire at our stall in 
the Main Lobby of the new Town Hall on Whitechapel Road - the refurbished former Royal 
London Hospital building. We will be sharing information for council staff and public about 
our collections, our services and events. Drop in and say hi! 

 



This is our History 

Family event  |  Saturday 20 January | 2.00-4.00pm 

Venue: Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives 

Join us for the long-awaited FREE launch event of the new exhibition on our first-floor 
landing. 

‘This is Our History’ created a new series of local history resources for Tower Hamlets 
schools. This project was delivered in partnership with Tower Hamlets Schools Library 
Service, supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. Teachers and pupils are now 
using workbooks featuring materials researched here, on topics including the Match Girls 
Strike, the Somali East End, the Blitz, the Docklands and East London Bengalis.  

Launching on 20 January is an exhibition featuring artwork produced by some of the local 
school children who attended workshops at Tower Hamlets Local history Library & Archives 
as part of the process of devising the resources.  

At this launch event suitable for the whole family, you can expect a fun-packed afternoon 
including badge-making, collage map activities and tote bag printing. We will also have 
some surprises to bring to life some of the unknown stories of the East End.  

Free event but booking is essential. 

 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2024 

Talk |  Wednesday 24  January | 6.00-7.30pm 

Venue: tbc 

Join us for an inter-generational conversation on remembrance and memorialisation of the 
Jewish Holocaust. How do Jews of different generations commemorate the Holocaust 
today? How effective are national memorialisation initiatives in the UK and Europe? In the 
decades that followed World War Two, what was the response of the East End’s Jewish 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftowerhamlets-sls.org.uk%2Fourhistory%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PfrIL9ffbht%2Ftwab5MAaKsqZTrYL7Y5zgfYKmjMaOdg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ideastore.co.uk%2Flocal-history%2Fwhats-on&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4stgVTpyHX4Dh1czFpZRx4r%2F%2Fn1VVSfw0XSSlJtNKDQ%3D&reserved=0


community to the genocide? Can Holocaust remembrance ever be non-political? Join 
Barnaby Raine, David Rosenberg and Nadia Valman as they discuss these questions 
and more, from a personal, national and local perspective. 

About the speakers 

Barnaby Raine is an intellectual historian writing his PhD at Columbia University. His 
doctoral research seeks to explain the decline of thinking about the end of capitalism from 
Marx through to debates in twentieth century Britain, amid the end of formal empire. Raine 
is also Associate Faculty at the Brooklyn Institute for Social Research, an editor of Salvage 
journal, and a contributor to The Guardian, n+1, Jacobin, Red Pepper and others. 

David Rosenberg is an educator, writer and tour guide specialising in London’s radical 
history. He is an anti-fascist activist and educator. He was the convenor of Cable Street 80 
and is the author of Battle for the East End. He has helped to organise educational trips to 
Auschwitz and Krakow for trade unionists and anti-racist campaigners. He teaches a course 
at the City Literary institute called ‘Ghetto Uprising 1943, Jewish Life and death in Warsaw’. 

Nadia Valman is Professor of Urban Literature at Queen Mary, University of London. She 
has authored or co-edited eight books on British Jewish history and culture and has recently 
worked with Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives on a project on the Jewish 
East End. At Queen Mary, where she has been a member of staff for 16 years, her teaching 
has a focus on literatures of migration to London, including Irish, Jewish, Caribbean and 
Bangladeshi migrations. 

Free event but booking is essential. 

 

Brick Lane 1978: The Turning Point 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ideastore.co.uk%2Flocal-history%2Fwhats-on&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4stgVTpyHX4Dh1czFpZRx4r%2F%2Fn1VVSfw0XSSlJtNKDQ%3D&reserved=0


Photograph (c) Paul Trevor of an anti-racist protest in Brick Lane, 1978. 

Exhibition and events   |  until 16 March   

The new exhibition at Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives reveals the dramatic 
events in 1978 which were sparked by the racist murder of Altab Ali, a 24-year-old Bengali 
leather garments worker, and pays tribute to the activists who mobilised around the rallying 
cry of justice that followed.  

Local photographer Paul Trevor documented how members of the local Bengali community 
endured racial abuse as a constant factor of everyday life, and the moment at which they 
mobilised against racist violence and institutional police racism.  The exhibition – Brick 
Lane 1978: The Turning Point - brings together seventy of Trevor’s photographs as well 
as original archival materials and first person testimony. 

The exhibition is now on show until Saturday 16 March 2024. More events will follow, keep 
an eye on our website and newsletter as details are confirmed! 

The display was originally created in 2022 as part of a major heritage project led by Four 
Corners and Swadhinata Trust, in partnership with Paul Trevor and supported by the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. With the help of volunteers and original activists, the project 
created a record of this watershed moment as told by local people. 

Talk: Summer of protest, 1978 

Wed 17 January  |  6.00-7.30pm  

Venue: ONLINE 

It is said that the brutal murder of Altab Ali on 4 
May 1978 was a turning point that led to the 
mobilisation of an anti-racist movement by the 
Bengali community in the East End. This period marked a political awakening amongst 
Bengalis who had been long suffering violent racist attacks and housing discrimination in 
the locality. Join Ansar Ahmed Ullah as he explores what led to the summer of protests in 
East London, how the Bengali community forged alliances with other community and 
political groups, and how the movement developed in the following decade. This event aims 
to provide a wider historical and political context to Paul Trevor's photographs in the current 
exhibition. 

Ansar Ahmed Ullah is a post-doctoral student at Queen Mary, University of London. His 
research is titled The Bengali Anti-Racist Movement: Explaining Mobilisation in East 
London, which is a collaborative study with the Tower Hamlets Local History Library and 
Archives and the Bishopsgate Institute. He also worked with Paul Trevor on the Brick Lane 
1978: Turning Point project. 

Free event but booking is essential. 

 

New opportunity for 18–24-year-old East Enders 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fswadhinata.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BINnxZDIIND8YtLIU07mPdEPzzqjwOJBmMMGsUfiLpM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpaultrevor.com%2Fhome&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BA%2FaGRi3i1Wx%2Fgpr6hZkYRkQIGzDyNA1NAk1e7td9u4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ideastore.co.uk%2Flocal-history%2Fwhats-on&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4stgVTpyHX4Dh1czFpZRx4r%2F%2Fn1VVSfw0XSSlJtNKDQ%3D&reserved=0


 

The New Curators Project 2024 is open for applications. It aims to open the cultural heritage 
sector to young adults in east London who do not have a degree or previous experience in 
the sector.  

We are hoping to reach people who are: 

• aged 18 to 24 

• Living, working or studying in Hackney, Newham, Tower Hamlets, Waltham Forest 

• have an interest in working in galleries, museums, libraries or archives 

• not a graduate and not at university 

• have less than six weeks’ paid experience in the cultural heritage sector 

The deadline for applications is February 17th 2024, 8p.m. We have ten places funded at 
the equivalent of London Living Wage. Please see the website for info, including application 
form and who to contact if you have any questions. 

 

Spotlight on: Isle of Dogs Local History collection 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DpNZWDsDrgrY%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LK33%2FE9TB7WSTh95lgDF4Kfb2jyLerIIUq2CZB2MZZo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.ucl.ac.uk%2Fspecial-collections%2F2023%2F12%2F04%2Fthe-new-curators-project-2024-is-open-for-applications%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077683965857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zcLX0J2JgibneytKGHizBxKpwYhxsBc49bAdvekEBOA%3D&reserved=0


 

Assorted papers from the subject file Wildlife and Weather, ref L/THL/H/10/5/42 

Our 'Isle of Dogs Local History Collection' is fabulous for any research you might want to do 
on the minutiae of island history during the later twentieth century. 

The collection consists of an extraordinary range of local newsletters, memos, notes, 
pamphlets, leaflets, press cuttings, press releases, photographs and ephemera. These 
materials were amassed by staff working at Cubitt Town Library between the late 1980s to 
mid-2000s, and arranged into box files by subject. These box files now reside here at Tower 
Hamlets Local History Library & Archives, and the collection has been catalogued as part of 
the records of the library service. Examples of the topics covered: Bridges and tunnels, 
wildlife and weather, racism, the DLR..... 

Thanks to our volunteers for adding full descriptions to all file-level records in the catalogue. 
Click our online catalogue link, scroll down and click on the reference number to browse the 
file descriptions: L/THL/H/10/5. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thcatalogue.org.uk%2Fcalmview%2FTreeBrowse.aspx%3Fsrc%3DCalmView.Catalog%26field%3DRefNo%26key%3DL%252fTHL%252fH%252f10%252f5&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077684122031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ykWtYsemZ4ozJun2SiXYzveRyxKLYDax2G4ZZi5CTuc%3D&reserved=0


 

Assorted newsletters from the file on Racism, ref: L/THL/H/10/5/29 

 

Contact us 

• Email us: localhistory@towerhamlets.gov.uk 

• Visit our website: http://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history  

• Phone (answered during Reading Room opening hours only): 020 7364 1290 

Reading Room opening hours  

• Tuesday 10.00am-4.30pm 

• Wednesday 10.00am-4.30pm 

mailto:localhistory@towerhamlets.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ideastore.co.uk%2Flocal-history&data=05%7C02%7Cdebbie.smith%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7Cd94679203dc2411361e008dc0bab54ce%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638398077684122031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HTkqfV7USzoWBmqttCu8rN%2BMlKQvXxKB5IdWKnZaX%2FQ%3D&reserved=0


• Thursday 10.00am-7.00pm 

First and third Saturdays of every month: 

• Saturday 10.00am-5.00pm 

That's the following Saturdays coming up: 

• Saturday 6 January 

• Saturday 20 January 

• Saturday 3 February 

• Saturday 17 February 

Exhibition opening times are: 10am-5pm Monday-Friday, plus the Saturdays and Thursday 
evenings noted above. On Monday and Friday lunchtimes, the exhibition will be closed for 
lunch between 1 and 2pm. 

 

 

  

 


